Balloon dilation of the pediatric airway: potential for disaster.
The aim of this study was to report on a serious adverse event during balloon dilation of pediatric subglottic stenosis. This study is a case report on safety and risk. Airway balloon dilation risk and consideration of serious complications were re-evaluated. Airway balloon dilation carries the risk of acute and complete airway obstruction by the development and persistence of subglottic edema. The surgeon has to be aware of the risk and be ready to intervene. Guidelines and precautions outlined for use of balloons should be carefully observed.